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Staff Report & Recommendations 

North Fork Avenue Properties: Type I Critical Areas Exemption and 
State Environmental Policy Act Determination of Nonsignificance 

(#2021-035_CAR/SEPA) May 16, 2022 
 

PROPOSAL: The applicant proposes to place a duplex residential building on parcel 258968000 
and a single-family dwelling on parcel 258913000 along with associated 
improvements including driveways and landscaping. The development is within a 
mapped Category I Critical Aquifer Recharge Area. 

LOCATION:  No site addresses. 
 #106 #46 SEC 34 T%N R1EWM .23A (Parcel 258968000) 
 #50 SEC 34 T5NR1EWM .21A (Parcel 258913000) 

HEARING: Not required 
APPLICABLE 
STANDARDS 

La Center Municipal Code (LCMC) Title 18, Development Code: Type I Procedure, 
18.30.080; Type II Procedure, 18.30.090; Notices, 18.30.120; Critical Areas, Critical 
Aquifer Recharge Areas, 18.300.090(1); Environmental Policy, 18.310. 

RECOMMENDATION: APPROVAL, subject to conditions 
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I. CONTACT LIST 
 
APPLICANT (PARCEL 258968000)    APPLICANT (PARCEL 258968000) 

Nickolas Bright     Hunter Kaski 
3900 NE 425th Street     Kaski Concrete 
Woodland, WA 98674     P.O. Box 725 
360-844-0266, nickcbright@gmail.com  Battle Ground, WA 98604 
       Kaskihun000@gmail.com  

 
OWNERS 

Same as applicants 
 
APPLICANT’S REPRESENTATIVE  

Same as applicants 
 
LA CENTER STAFF 

Bryan Kast, PE, Public Works Director 
Anthony Cooper, PE, Engineer 
210 East 4th Street 
La Center, WA 98629 
360.263.7665 
bkast@ci.lacenter.wa.us 
acooper@ci.lacenter.wa.us  
 

Ethan Spoo, Consulting Planner  
WSP USA Inc. 
210 East 13th Street, Suite 300 
Vancouver, WA 98660 
360.823.6138 
ethan.spoo@wsp.com   

 
  

mailto:nickcbright@gmail.com
mailto:Kaskihun000@gmail.com
mailto:acooper@ci.lacenter.wa.us
mailto:ethan.spoo@wsp.com
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II. OVERVIEW 
The two properties are located near the northern City limits off of North Fork Avenue. The applicants is 
proposing to place a duplex on parcel 258968000 and a single-family home on parcel 258913000. Clark 
County Maps Online, as well as the City’s own critical areas maps show that the two properties are within 
a mapped critical aquifer recharge area (CARA) based on the location of municipal wellheads (one located 
on each of the properties and a third located immediately west of the two properties). The City’s critical 
areas ordinance requires that a critical areas permit be obtained for uses located within a Category I CARA. 
However, the applicant submitted a technical memorandum (Exhibit A.7) showing that the three former 
City wells were decommissioned in accordance with state requirements and accepted best management 
practices. Therefore, no wellheads exist in these locations. LCMC 18.300.090(1)(a) exempts development 
from the critical areas ordinance and permit process which does not impact a critical area or buffer. 
Because these wells have been decommissioned, staff have determined that a CARA does not exist on the 
subject properties and is issuing a critical areas exemption as permitted under LCMC 18.300.070(2).   

A previous applicant for the same properties received approval of a boundary line adjustment for the two 
parcels under City case file no. 2021-008-BLA. 

Figure 1 – Project Location 

 
 

Figure 2 – Subject Site 
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III. REVIEW 
III. A Jurisdiction 
The properties are within La Center city limits and are zoned Low Density Residential (LDR-7.5). The City 
of La Center provides sanitary sewer service and public streets. Clark Public Utilities provides potable 
water service. The project is within the La Center School District and the Clark County Fire and Rescue Fire 
District 11 service area.  

III.B Public Notice 
The City issued a notice of application and optional State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Likely 
determination of nonsignificance (DNS) on April 12, 2022. The Department of Ecology entered the SEPA 
Checklist and DNS in the Ecology SEPA Register on April 12, 2022. (Ecology SEPA # 202201693.) The notice 
of application and SEPA comment period closed on April 26, 2022 and the City received comments from 
the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) on April 26, 2022 (Exhibit B.2). 
 
A condition of approval will require that the applicant comply with the Ecology requirements in the letter 
dated April 26, 2022. 
 
III.C Key Issues 
The relevant issues to consider include: 

1. Critical Areas Exemption: the mapped wellheads have been decommissioned and therefore the 
mapped CARA covering the subject properties no longer exists. Therefore, staff have 
determined that a critical areas permit is not necessary and is issuing a critical areas exemption.  
 

2. Wetland Buffer: The wetland buffer within the Vista View Ridge at Southview Heights Phase 
VIIA subdivision Tract A has a less than 1,000 square-foot area located on parcel 258913000 
extending approximately 10 feet into the lot. Clearing, filling, grading, and native vegetation 
removal within a wetland or buffer requires critical areas review, but not necessarily a critical 
areas permit in accordance with Table 18.300.040. The applicant proposes grading and 
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landscaping improvements within this area. The wetland buffer currently contains a row of 
trees. The City finds that a condition of approval requiring that the applicant preserve the 
mature vegetation in this area during construction, remove invasive species, and record a 
covenant permanently preserving mature vegetation will maintain the buffer functions and 
achieve no net loss in compliance with the City’s critical areas ordinance. A critical areas permit 
is not required if this condition is met. 

III.D Land Use Analysis 
LCMC Title 18, Development Code. 
LCMC 18.30 Procedures 
The critical areas exemption is subject to a Type I review process. However, at the time the applicant 
submitted the application, staff notified this as a Type II application to allow the Washington departments 
of Ecology and Health to review and confirm that the mapped wellheads had been decommissioned. 
Therefore, staff issued a public comment period consistent with a Type II application. The public comment 
period started April 12, 2022 and ended April 26, 2022. The City is issuing this critical areas exemption 
within the 56-day review period permitted for a Type II application procedure.  
 
III.E Critical Areas Review / SEPA Analysis 
LCMC 18.300, Critical Areas 
The subject parcels contain mapped wellheads and are located within a Category I CARA. Based on the 
applicant’s hydrogeological memorandum (Exhibit A.7), the wellheads have been decommissioned in 
compliance with state requirements and best practices and, therefore, no longer exist. Thus, the parcels 
do not contain wellheads and are not within a Category I CARA. 
 
LCMC 18.300.070(1)(a) exempts developments from needing to obtain a critical areas permit that does 
not impact a critical area or buffer. Because the wellhead critical areas have been decommissioned, 
neither the critical area nor buffer (Category I CARA) exist. For this reason, staff have determined that the 
proposed development of the parcels with a duplex and single-family home will not impact a critical 
aquifer recharge critical area and are exempt. Staff are approving the proposed development on the site 
under a critical areas exemption. 
 
There is a delineated wetland to the south of the two parcels within the Vista View Ridge at South View 
Heights Phase VIIA subdivision Tract A and a small area of the 50-foot buffer for this wetland extends 
approximately 10 feet onto parcel 25813000. The area of the buffer currently contains mature trees. To 
preserve the buffer’s function and achieve no net loss of wetland functions, a condition of approval will 
require that the vegetation in this area be preserved during construction and that a covenant be recorded 
within this area to ensure that vegetation is preserved in the future. 
 
As a condition of approval, the applicant shall preserve mature vegetation and remove invasive species 
within the southern 10 feet of parcel 25813000 during construction and shall record a covenant prior to 
building permit approval that prohibits removing vegetation within this area unless it is diseased, dying, 
or hazardous. 
 
Chapter 18.310 LCMC Environmental Policy 
The Applicant submitted a SEPA Checklist along with other application materials. The City reviewed the 
checklist and relevant materials and the Responsible Official issued an optional Determination of Non-
Significance (DNS) on April 12, 2022 under reference # 201902957 and received comments from Ecology 
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(Exhibit B.2). The City issued and filed the final DNS on May 13, 2022. SEPA mitigation measures are 
included in Section IV.A of this staff report.  
 
III.F Public Works and Engineering Analysis 

Section 18.320.120 (1) LCMC states that ground-disturbing activities of more than 500 square feet are 
subject to the requirements of City of La Center Erosion Control Guidelines.  Section 18.320.120 (2)(a) 
LCMC states that the creation of more than 2,000 square feet of impervious surface is subject to 
stormwater regulation. 
 
The applicant proposes to create new impervious surface from roofs and driveway, that will create 
concentrated stormwater outfall to the existing wetland south of the property, that may exceed 2,000 
SF added impervious area.  Since the roofs are not considered pollution generating surface, the 
applicant will need to comply with quantity control requirements of the stormwater manual, and 
erosion control requirements.   

 
 

IV. CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATION 
 

The review authority finds the applicant has sustained the burden of proving the application complies 
with the applicable provisions of the La Center Municipal Code. The subject application should be 
APPROVED, SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS. 

IV.A Planning Conditions 
1. The applicant shall preserve mature vegetation and remove invasive species within the southern 10 

feet of parcel 25813000 during construction,  and shall record a covenant prior to building permit 
approval that prohibits removing vegetation within this area unless it is diseased, dying, or 
hazardous. 

IV.B SEPA Mitigation Measures 
1. The applicant shall comply with Ecology’s requirements in the letter dated April 26, 2022.  

IV.B Public Works and Engineering Conditions 
 
Stormwater and Erosion Control  

1. The City Erosion Control Standards require that any activity disturbance over 500 SF must 
comply with the city standards.  

2. The applicant will need to obtain an erosion control permit from the city, including providing a 
plan showing how the existing wetland south of the proposed structure will be protected from 
erosion. 

3. The downspouts draining from the new home/duplex will drain directly to the existing wetland.  
The applicant will need to protect the downstream wetland from permanent erosion.  A plan 
showing energy dispersion will need to be submitted to the city as part of the building permit 
process for these downspouts. Engineering approval will be needed for the outfall design of the 
downspouts to the wetland as part of the building permit. 

V. APPEALS 
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Maasstteerr LLaanndd UUssee AApppplliiccaattiioonn
   City of La Center, Planning Services

305 NW Pacific Highway
La Center, WA 98629

www.ci.lacenter.wa.us
Ph. 360.263.7665 Fax: 360.263.7666

www.ci.lacenter.wa.us

Property Information

Email

Email

Email

Site Address

Legal Description

Assessor’s Serial Number

Lot Size (square feet)

Zoning/Comprehensive Plan Designation

Existing Use of Site

 Contact Information

APPLICANT:
Contact Name

Company

Phone

Complete Address

Signature
(Original Signature Required)

APPLICANT’S REPRESENTATIVE: 
Contact Name

Company

Phone

Complete Address

Signature
(Original Signature Required)

PROPERTY OWNER:
Contact Name

Company

Phone

Complete Address

Signature
(Original Signature Required)

258913000

12,000



Development Proposal

Project Name
Type(s) of Application

Previous Project Name and File Number(s), if known

Pre-Application Conference Date and File Number

Description of Proposal

Office Use Only

File # ___________________________ Planner _________________________

Received By _____________________ Fees: $__________________________

Date Received: ___________________ Date Paid: _______________________

Procedure: Type I Receipt # ________________________
Type II
Type III
Type IV

Notes _________________________________________________________________________
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CITY OF LA CENTER PRE-APPLICATION WAIVER 
 

"STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING" 
 
Pursuant to Section 18.30.020 of the La Center Municipal Code, all applications 
subject to Type II, III, or IV review are subject to pre-application review to discuss 
the requirements for formal application for development within the city. At the  
pre-application meeting, the applicant may discuss their proposal with staff and 
ask questions regarding the approval standards. 

 
As an alternative, the applicant may request and the director may waive the  
pre-application review process. If a waiver is approved, the applicant may proceed 
with submittal of a formal application without the benefit of a pre-application 
meeting. The City discourages waiver of the pre-application process, because it 
may increase the maximum time for technically complete status and may increase 
the risk that the application will be rejected or processing will be delayed. 

 
 
 

I have read and understand the above statement. 
 
Tax Lot(s):   ______________________________ 

 
 

APPLICANT:    
 
 
 
 
APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE DATE 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
For Staff Only 
 
Staff Initials:____________  Date:_____________  Related Files:______________ 
            
           ______________ 
 
                 _______________ 
 

Parcel number 258913000
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CITY OF LA CENTER PRE-APPLICATION WAIVER 
 

"STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING" 
 
Pursuant to Section 18.30.020 of the La Center Municipal Code, all applications 
subject to Type II, III, or IV review are subject to pre-application review to discuss 
the requirements for formal application for development within the city. At the  
pre-application meeting, the applicant may discuss their proposal with staff and 
ask questions regarding the approval standards. 

 
As an alternative, the applicant may request and the director may waive the  
pre-application review process. If a waiver is approved, the applicant may proceed 
with submittal of a formal application without the benefit of a pre-application 
meeting. The City discourages waiver of the pre-application process, because it 
may increase the maximum time for technically complete status and may increase 
the risk that the application will be rejected or processing will be delayed. 

 
 
 

I have read and understand the above statement. 
 
Tax Lot(s):   ______________________________ 

 
 

APPLICANT:    
 
 
 
 
APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE DATE 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
For Staff Only 
 
Staff Initials:____________  Date:_____________  Related Files:______________ 
            
           ______________ 
 
                 _______________ 
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Certified Situs Address ListClark County GIS

Situs AddressPID

63472934 LA CENTER WA 986292274 E GAITHER AVE

63472938 LA CENTER WA 986292188 E GAITHER AVE

63472932 LA CENTER WA 986292350 E GAITHER AVE

63472936 LA CENTER WA 986292220 E GAITHER AVE

258982000 LA CENTER WA 9862935212 NE NORTH FORK AVE

258910000 WA 0

258913000 WA 0

258991144 WA 0

258968000 WA 0

258903000 LA CENTER WA 9862935011 NE NORTH FORK AVE

258898000 LA CENTER WA 9862934911 NE NORTH FORK AVE

258914000 WA 0

This document was created by the Clark County,
Washington Geographic Information System

Number of Records 12
Number of Pages 1

Date Created 3/24/2022

Employee

Employee Name Bob Pool

Page 1 of 1
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Certified Owner Mailing ListClark County GIS

Mailing AddressOwner Name

3900 NE 425TH ST, WOODLAND, WA, 98674BRIGHT NICKOLAS C & BRIGHT BRITTANY JEAN

PO BOX 886, LA CENTER, WA, 98629CHINOOKAN LLC

35212 NE NORTH FORK AVE, LA CENTER, WA, 98629CONNER MATTHEW & CONNER ALYSSA K

120 S RIVERSIDE PLZ STE 2000, CHICAGO, IL, 60606HPA BORROWER 2017-1 ML LLC

14900 NE 15TH AVENUE, VANCOUVER, WA, 98685JVV INVESTMENTS LLC

417 NW 209TH ST, RIDGEFIELD, WA, 98642JVV INVESTMENTS LLC

PO BOX 725, BATTLE GROUND, WA, 98604KASKI HUNTER & KASKI MARIAH

900 WASHINGTON ST STE 1000, VANCOUVER, WA, 98660KEYSTONE PROPERTIES II LLC

2220 E GAITHER AVE, LA CENTER, WA, 98629LORGE SUSAN & LORGE CHRISTOPHER G

2188 E GAITHER AVE, LACENTER, WA, 98629LUIZ ARTHUR M & LUIZ PATRICIA A

2274 E GAITHER AVE, LA CENTER, WA, 98629WRIGLEY BRIAN & WRIGLEY KRISTINA

This document was created by the Clark County,
Washington Geographic Information System

Number of Records 11
Number of Pages 1

Date Created 3/24/2022

Employee

Employee Name Bob Pool

Page 1 of 1
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
AND LIKELY SEPA DETERMINATION OF NON-SIGNIFICANCE 

North Fork Properties Critical Areas Review and SEPA  
(File # 2021-035-CAR/SEPA) 

Description of proposal: The applicants are proposing to develop a single-family home on parcel 258913000 and a 
duplex on parcel 258968000. Both properties are mapped by Clark County as located within a category 1 critical 
aquifer recharge area due to the location of three identified wellheads located on parcels 258891000, 258913000, 
258968000. Development in category 1 critical aquifer recharge areas requires review under the City’s critical areas 
ordinance (La Center Municipal Code Chapter 18.300) and also requires a threshold determination under the State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). In addition to the three subject wells, there are other wells within ¼-mile of 
parcels 258913000 and 258968000 where development is proposed to occur. 

Likely SEPA DNS: NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, an application has been submitted as noted below and 
based on a review of that application, the City of La Center expects to issue a Determination of Non-Significance 
(DNS) for this proposal pursuant to the “Optional DNS process” allowed by State Law (WAC 197-11-355) and the 
La Center Municipal Code (LCMC 18.310).  A copy of the determination may be requested now and will be mailed 
when available.  Comments received within the deadline, will be considered in the review of the proposal and the 
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) environmental checklist.  This may be the only opportunity to comment 
on the environmental impacts of the proposal and no additional comment period will be provided, unless 
probable significant environmental impacts are identified during the review process, which would require 
additional study or special mitigation.  The proposal may include mitigation under applicable codes, and the 
project review process may incorporate or require mitigation measures.   

Any person has the right to comment on this application, receive notice of and participate in any hearings, request a 
copy of the decision once made, and appeal the final SEPA determination of the project. Written comments 
submitted by 5:00 PM on April 26, 2022 will be considered in the application and amended SEPA 
determination.  Please send comments to the City of La Center, Community Development, 305 NW Pacific 
Highway, La Center, WA 98629 or by email to Jessica Nash, Permit Technician, at jnash@ci.lacenter.wa.us 

Application: North Fork Properties Critical Areas Review/SEPA (File # 2021-035-CAR/SEPA) 

Application date: February 25, 2022 

Technically Complete: March 31, 2022 

Proponent/applicant/owner Parcel no. 258913000: Hunter Kaski, Kaski Concrete, P.O. Box 725, Battle 
Ground, WA 98604 

Proponent/applicant/owner Parcel no. 258968000: Nickolaus Bright, 3900 NE 425th St., Woodland, WA 98674 

Location of proposal: No site addresses available 

Public Hearing: Not applicable. A public hearing is not required for this project. 

Existing Environmental Documents relied upon: SEPA requires that a review of the potential environmental 
impacts be conducted.  City staff and interested agencies will review the proposal for compliance with applicable 
state requirements and city codes.  Through this process, a determination will be made as noted under the following 
statement of determination. 



The following environmental documents were relied upon in the City's assessment of a likely determination of non­
significance: SEPA Environmental Checklist dated, October 28, 2021; Technical Memorandum on the 
Hydrogeology of a CARA associated with the property of Three Former City Wells (February 18, 2022). 

Statement of Determination: As lead agency under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) rules [Chapter 
197-11, Washington Administrative Code] the City of La Center must determine if there are potential significant
adverse environmental impacts associated with this proposal. The options include the following:

• Determination of Significance - (DS). The impact cannot be mitigated and therefore require the preparation
of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

• Mitigated Determination of Nonsignificance - (MDNS). The impact can be mitigated through conditions of
approval, or;

• Determination of Nonsignificance - (DNS). The impacts can be addressed by applying the city codes.

Approval Standards/ Applicable Laws: The following standards will apply to the application: LCMC 18.30 
Procedures; LCMC 18.300 Critical Areas; LCMC 18.310 Environmental Policy. 

Mitigation Measures: The applicant will be required to comply with all applicable approval standards and laws. 
Because the subject wells have been decommissioned, no specific mitigation measures have been identified for the 
development of a single-family home and a duplex on the subject parcels. 

Responsible Official: Greg Thornton, Mayor 

Date: <-/-JL-'2'--signature: �? � 
Issued: April 12, 2022 



File Name: North Fork Properties Critical Areas Review/SEPA (File # 2021-035-CAR/SEPA) 

Date Published: April 12, 2022 

Attached is a likely SEPA environmental Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) and associated environmental 
checklist issued pursuant to the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) rules (WAC 197-11). The City (lead agency) 
completed evaluation of the environmental checklist as required by WAC 197-11. You may comment on this likely 
determination within fourteen (14) days of the issuance of this notice April 12, 2022. The lead agency will not act on 
this proposal until the close of the 14-day comment period, which ends April 26, 2022. 

Please address any correspondence to: Jessica Nash, Permit Technician  
ATTN: SEPA COMMENTS – North Fork Properties Critical Areas 
Review 
c/o 305 NW Pacific Highway  
La Center, WA 98629 

DISTRIBUTION: 
Federal Agencies: National Marine Fisheries, PRD Division (Mail) 

US Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Functions (Mail) 

Native American Interests: Confederated Tribes of the Grande Ronde (Mail) 
Cowlitz Tribe, Longview, WA (Mail and email) 

State Agencies: Dept of Ecology (Email) 
Dept of Health, Office of Drinking Water (Email) 
Dept of Commerce (Email) 
Dept of Fish & Wildlife, Region 5 (Email) 
Dept of Natural Resources, SEPA Center (Email) 
Dept of Transportation, Environmental Services (Email) 
Dept of Transportation, SW Region (Email) 
Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation (Email) 
Washington Parks & Recreation Commission (Email) 

Local Agencies: City of Ridgefield (Email) 
Clark County, Dept of Community Development (Email) 
Clark County, Dept of Health (Email) 
Clark County, Dept of Parks & Recreation (Mail) 
Clark County, Dept of Public Works (Email) 
Clark County Sheriff 
Clark County Fire and Rescue 
Town of Yacolt (Email) 
La Center Police Department 

School Districts: La Center (WA) School District (Mail) 

Special Purpose Agencies: Clark Public Utilities (Email) 
Columbia River Economic Development Council (Email) 
C-TRAN (Email)



Lower Columbia Fish Recovery Board 
Southwest Clean Air Agency 
Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council 
Clark Regional Wastewater District 

Libraries: Fort Vancouver Regional Library, La Center (Mail) 

Fire Districts: Clark County Fire & Rescue 

Media: The Columbian 

Other Interested Parties: Audubon Society, Vancouver (Mail) 
Clark County Natural Resources Council (Email) 
NW Natural (Mail) 
Vancouver Wildlife League (Mail)  



268.2

1,609

268.2

North Fork Parcels: 258913000, 258968000

This map was generated by Clark County's "MapsOnline" website. Clark 
County does not warrant the accuracy, reliability or timeliness of any 
information on this map, and shall not be held liable for losses caused by 
using this information.Clark County, WA. GIS - http://gis.clark.wa.gov
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STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
PO Box 47775  Olympia, Washington 98504-7775  (360) 407-6300 

711 for Washington Relay Service  Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341 

 
 
April 26, 2022 
 
 
 
Jessica Nash, Permit Technician 
City of La Center 
Community Development Department 
305 Northwest Pacific Highway 
La Center, WA  98629 
 
Dear Jessica Nash: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the optional determination of 
nonsignificance/notice of application for the North Fork Properties Project (2021-035-CAR) as 
proposed by Nick Bright & Hunter Kaski.  The Department of Ecology (Ecology) reviewed the 
environmental checklist and has the following comment(s): 

 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT:  Derek Rockett (360) 407-6287 
 
All grading and filling of land must utilize only clean fill.  All other materials may be 
considered solid waste and permit approval may be required from the local jurisdictional 
health department prior to filling.  All removed debris resulting from this project must be 
disposed of at an approved site.  Contact the local jurisdictional health department for proper 
management of these materials. 
 
WATER QUALITY/WATERSHED RESOURCES UNIT: 
Evan Wood (360) 407-7320 
 
Erosion control measures must be in place prior to any clearing, grading, or construction.  
These control measures must be effective to prevent stormwater runoff from carrying soil 
and other pollutants into surface water or stormdrains that lead to waters of the state.  Sand, 
silt, clay particles, and soil will damage aquatic habitat and are considered to be pollutants. 
 
Any discharge of sediment-laden runoff or other pollutants to waters of the state is in 
violation of Chapter 90.48 RCW, Water Pollution Control, and WAC 173-201A, Water 
Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington, and is subject to 
enforcement action. 
 
Construction Stormwater General Permit: 
The following construction activities require coverage under the Construction Stormwater 
General Permit: 
  

1. Clearing, grading and/or excavation that results in the disturbance of one or more 
acres and discharges stormwater to surface waters of the State; and  



Jessica Nash 
April 26, 2022 
Page 2 
 

2. Clearing, grading and/or excavation on sites smaller than one acre that are part of a 
larger common plan of development or sale, if the common plan of development or 
sale will ultimately disturb one acre or more and discharge stormwater to surface 
waters of the State. 
a) This includes forest practices (including, but not limited to, class IV conversions) 

that are part of a construction activity that will result in the disturbance of one or 
more acres, and discharge to surface waters of the State; and 

3. Any size construction activity discharging stormwater to waters of the State that 
Ecology: 
a) Determines to be a significant contributor of pollutants to waters of the State of 

Washington. 
b) Reasonably expects to cause a violation of any water quality standard. 

  
If there are known soil/ground water contaminants present on-site, additional information 
(including, but not limited to: temporary erosion and sediment control plans; stormwater 
pollution prevention plan; list of known contaminants with concentrations and depths found; 
a site map depicting the sample location(s); and additional studies/reports regarding 
contaminant(s)) will be required to be submitted. For additional information on contaminated 
construction sites, please contact Carol Serdar at Carol.Serdar@ecy.wa.gov, or by phone at 
(360) 742-9751. 
  
Additionally, sites that discharge to segments of waterbodies listed as impaired by the State 
of Washington under Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act for turbidity, fine sediment, high 
pH, or phosphorous, or to waterbodies covered by a TMDL may need to meet additional 
sampling and record keeping requirements.  See condition S8 of the Construction Stormwater 
General Permit for a description of these requirements.  To see if your site discharges to a 
TMDL or 303(d)-listed waterbody, use Ecology’s Water Quality Atlas at: 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/waterqualityatlas/StartPage.aspx. 
  
The applicant may apply online or obtain an application from Ecology's website at: 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/construction/ - Application.  Construction 
site operators must apply for a permit at least 60 days prior to discharging stormwater from 
construction activities and must submit it on or before the date of the first public notice. 

 
Ecology’s comments are based upon information provided by the lead agency.  As such, they 
may not constitute an exhaustive list of the various authorizations that must be obtained or legal 
requirements that must be fulfilled in order to carry out the proposed action. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to respond to these comments, please contact the 
appropriate reviewing staff listed above. 
 
Department of Ecology 
Southwest Regional Office 
 
(GMP:202201693) 
 
cc: Derek Rockett, SWM 
 Evan Wood, WQ 
 Nick Bright (Proponent) 
 Hunter Kaski (Proponent) 

mailto:Carol.Serdar@ecy.wa.gov
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/waterqualityatlas/StartPage.aspx
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/construction/#Application
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SEPA DETERMINATION OF NON-SIGNIFICANCE 
North Fork Properties Critical Areas Review and SEPA  

(File # 2021-035-CAR/SEPA) 

Description of proposal: The applicants are proposing to develop a single-family home on parcel 258913000 and a 
duplex on parcel 258968000. Both properties are mapped by Clark County as located within a category 1 critical 
aquifer recharge area due to the location of three identified wellheads located on parcels 258891000, 258913000, 
258968000. Development in category 1 critical aquifer recharge areas requires review under the City’s critical areas 
ordinance (La Center Municipal Code Chapter 18.300) and also requires a threshold determination under the State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). In addition to the three subject wells, there are other wells within ¼-mile of 
parcels 258913000 and 258968000 where development is proposed to occur. 

SEPA DNS: NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City makes the following findings and conclusions based 
upon a review of the environmental checklist; other information on file with the City of La Center and other public 
agencies; and the policies, and regulations designated by the City as a basis for the exercise of substantive authority 
under the Washington State Environmental Policy ACT (SEPA) pursuant to Chapter 43.21C WAC.  Based on a 
review of the updated code, the City of La Center hereby issues a Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) for 
this proposal pursuant to WAC 197-11-340 and the La Center Municipal Code (LCMC 18.310). An Environmental 
Impact Statement is not required under RCW 43.21c.031(1).   

A public comment period was held under the optional DNS procedures.  

Application: North Fork Properties Critical Areas Review/SEPA (File # 2021-035-CAR/SEPA) 

 
Application date: February 25, 2022 
 
Technically Complete: March 31, 2022 
 
Proponent/applicant/owner Parcel no. 258913000: Hunter Kaski, Kaski Concrete, P.O. Box 725, Battle 
Ground, WA 98604 
 
Proponent/applicant/owner Parcel no. 258968000: Nickolaus Bright, 3900 NE 425th St., Woodland, WA 98674 
 
Location of proposal: No site addresses available 
  
Public Hearing: Not applicable. A public hearing is not required for this project. 
 
Existing Environmental Documents relied upon: SEPA requires that a review of the potential environmental 
impacts be conducted.  City staff and interested agencies will review the proposal for compliance with applicable 
state requirements and city codes.  Through this process, a determination will be made as noted under the following 
statement of determination. 
 
The following environmental documents were relied upon in the City’s issuance of a determination of non-
significance: SEPA Environmental Checklist dated, October 28, 2021; Technical Memorandum on the 
Hydrogeology of a CARA associated with the property of Three Former City Wells (February 18, 2022).  
 
Statement of Determination: As lead agency under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) rules [Chapter 
197-11, Washington Administrative Code] the City of La Center must determine if there are potential significant 
adverse environmental impacts associated with this proposal.  The options include the following: 





 

File Name: North Fork Properties Critical Areas Review/SEPA (File # 2021-035-CAR/SEPA)  

Date Published: May 17, 2022 
 
Attached is a Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) and associated environmental checklist issued pursuant to 
the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) rules (WAC 197-11). The City (lead agency) completed evaluation of the 
environmental checklist as required by WAC 197-11. The City issued a SEPA DNS under the optional DNS 
procedures in WAC 197-11-355. There is no additional comment period for this determination.   
 
Please address any correspondence to: Jessica Nash, Permit Technician  

ATTN: SEPA COMMENTS – North Fork Properties Critical Areas 
Review 
c/o 210 E 4th St  
La Center, WA 98629 

 
DISTRIBUTION: 
Federal Agencies: National Marine Fisheries, PRD Division (Mail) 
 US Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Functions (Mail) 
 
Native American Interests: Confederated Tribes of the Grande Ronde (Mail) 
 Cowlitz Tribe, Longview, WA (Mail and email) 
 Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation 
 
 
State Agencies: Dept of Ecology (Email) 
 Dept of Health, Office of Drinking Water (Email) 
 Dept of Commerce (Email) 
 Dept of Fish & Wildlife, Region 5 (Email) 
 Dept of Natural Resources, SEPA Center (Email) 
 Dept of Transportation, Environmental Services (Email) 
 Dept of Transportation, SW Region (Email) 
 Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation (Email) 
 Washington Parks & Recreation Commission (Email) 
 
Local Agencies: City of Ridgefield (Email) 
 Clark County, Dept of Community Development (Email) 
 Clark County, Dept of Health (Email) 
 Clark County, Dept of Parks & Recreation (Mail) 
 Clark County, Dept of Public Works (Email) 
 Clark County Sheriff 
 Clark County Fire and Rescue 
 Town of Yacolt (Email) 
 La Center Police Department 
 
School Districts: La Center (WA) School District (Mail) 
  
Special Purpose Agencies: Clark Public Utilities (Email) 
 Columbia River Economic Development Council (Email) 
 C-TRAN (Email) 
 Lower Columbia Fish Recovery Board 
 Southwest Clean Air Agency 
 Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council 
 Clark Regional Wastewater District 
 KWRL Transportation Cooperative 



 
Libraries: Fort Vancouver Regional Library, La Center (Mail) 
 
Fire Districts: Clark County Fire & Rescue 
 
Media: The Columbian 
  
Other Interested Parties: Audubon Society, Vancouver (Mail) 
 Clark County Natural Resources Council (Email) 
 NW Natural (Mail) 
                                                    Vancouver Wildlife League (Mail) 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Site Address: None 
           Parcels: 258968000, 258913000 

Project Description: The applicant proposes to develop a duplex on the property. The property is 
located in a category 1 critical aquifer recharge area. A Type II critical areas review is required for 
development in this area.  

Date: March 31, 2022 

Applicant’s Representative:    Nickolas Bright (parcel no. 258968000) 
             3900 NE 425th Street 
             Woodland, WA 98674 
 
  Hunter Kaski (parcel no. 258913000) 
  Kaski Concrete 
  P.O. Box 725  
  Battle Ground, WA 98604 
 

The City’s planning consultant (WSP USA Inc.) and engineering staff received application materials for 
the proposed Type II Critical Areas Review. We are writing to notify you that the application is deemed 
complete as documented below. 

Planning Comments 

LCMC 18.30.050 and 18.300.090(1) contain a list of required submittal items: 

• An application form with original signatures by the applicant and property owners. If there is 
more than one property owner, separate application forms and signatures are required.  

o Status: Complete. The applicant provided a signed application form from each property 
owner.  

• An environmental checklist or EIS, if applicable under Chapter 18.310. 
o Status: Complete. The applicant provided a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 

checklist. 
• A legal description of the site. 

o Status: Complete. The legal description is contained on the application forms.  
• Proof of ownership document, such as copies of deeds and/or a policy of satisfactory 

commitment for title insurance.  
o Status: Complete. Clark County Maps Online shows that the applicant owns the property. 

North Fork Properties  
Critical Areas Review Type II 

Technical Completeness Review 
Public Works Department 

305 NW Pacific Highway 
La Center, WA 98629 
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• Site Plan. At a scale of no more than one inch equals 200 feet with north arrow, date, graphic 
scale, existing and proposed lots, tracts, easements, rights-of-way and structures on the site, 
and existing lots, tracts, easements, rights-of-way and structures abutting the site; provided, 
information about off-site structures and other features may be approximate if such information 
is not in the public record. The applicant shall provide one copy of the plan reduced to fit on an 
eight-and-one-half-inch by 11-inch page. Principal features of the plan shall be dimensioned. 

o Status: Not applicable. The Critical Areas Review for residential development in a 
Category 1 critical aquifer recharge area does not require a site plan. 

• Proposed easements or dedications to the city or other agency, if applicable; 
o Status: Complete. The applicant is separately recording a boundary line adjustment that 

will accurately show the property boundaries in relation to the City’s North Fork Avenue 
right-of-way line. The critical areas permit will not be completed until the boundary line 
adjustment is accurately recorded.  

• A copy of the pre-application conference summary 
o Status: Complete. The applicant filed a pre-application conference waiver form. 

• A narrative discussing how the application complies with each applicable approval criterion and 
basic facts and other substantial evidence that supports the description; in particular the 
narrative should address the following City regulations (please use the 2018 version of the 
code): 

o Status: Complete. The applicant provided a technical memorandum from a 
hydrogeologist documenting the existing conditions and risk to aquifers in the project 
vicinity. 

• Names and addresses of owners of land within a radius of 150 feet: 
o Status: Complete. The applicant provided certified mailing labels for a 150-foot radius 

from the site. 
• Applications necessarily associated with the proposal, such as applications for exceptions, 

adjustments or variances to dimensional requirements of the base or overlay zones or for 
modifications to the road standards in Chapter 12.10 LCMC that are required to approve the 
proposal. 

o Status: Not applicable. No other applications are required at this time. 
• A wetlands delineation and assessment if required by Chapter 18.300 LCMC, prepared and 

signed by a qualified professional and an application for a critical areas permit and associated 
preliminary plan, if required; 

o Status: Not applicable. There are not any mapped wetlands on the project site. 
• A geotechnical study, prepared by a geotechnical engineer or geologist, licensed in the state of 

Washington if: 
o The site contains substantial fill, or the applicant proposes to place substantial fill on 

the site; or 
o (The site contains land identified by the city, Clark County or the state of Washington 

as having slopes in excess of 25 percent or as being subject to instability, unless the 
applicant will not develop or otherwise significantly affect such lands or shows that the 
site does not contain unstable soils or steep slopes; 
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