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remain exposed more than seven (7) days. 
 
Geotechnical Study. A complete application will include a geotechnical study and report, prepared by a 
geotechnical engineer or geologist, licensed in the state of Washington. The report shall include at a minimum, 
testing to support the structural section of the roadway, site building construction, grading, retaining wall 
design, as applicable, and subsurface drainage. LCMC 18.212.050. 
 

Chapter 13.10 -- Sewer System Rules and Regulations 
Connection to public sewer is required. LCMC 13.10. All work is to be performed by a duly licensed contractor 
in the City of La Center. LCMC 13.10.230. Work will be performed using an open trench method unless otherwise 
approved. LCMC 13.10.200. All costs associated with installing the side sewer shall be borne by the applicant. 
LCMC 13.10.110. 

Per the City Engineering Standards, sanitary sewers should be with adequate capacity for future flows that may 
reasonably be expected from full development upstream, consistent with the La Center Comprehensive Plan, 
Capital Facilities Plan, LCMC Title 13, and the Sewer Master Plan (General Sewer Plan).  As stated above a sewer 
impact fee is assessed for every new home at the time the building permit.  In addition, a latecomer’s fee will 
be charged for each new home for connection to the sewer system in La Center Road.  The cost of the 
latecomer’s impact fee is assessed by basins tributary to the force main.  The latecomer’s fee and the sewer 
impact fee will both be paid at the time of building permit issuance.  The latecomer’s agreement is attached. 

Sewer Connection 
The applicant proposes to install a pump station at the low point of the subdivision, with a force main in 13th 
Avenue to connect to the existing force main in La Center Road.  The city requires that any pump station 
constructed shall be owned and maintained by the city, so that our WWTP operator can regulate this new 
pumping system flowing to the treatment plant.  The pump station will need to be constructed to city standards, 
and sufficient Right of Way dedicated to the city for access and maintenance.  13th Avenue is a private street.  
An access and maintenance of the force main in 13th Avenue will need to be in a public easement conveyed to 
the city.  These comments are based on the schematic sewer plan submitted as shown in the attachments. 

When the La Center Road sewer system was constructed, a 6-inch force main lateral was stubbed to the south 
side of 13th Street for future potential connection.  This lateral was constructed with a gate valve at the end of 
the lateral.  According to the profile of the La Center force main, the 6-inch lateral is constructed about 40-feet 
west of the high point in the force main.  This 6-inch force main is connected to a pump station at the low point 
in La Center Road to the west (profile included as an attachment). 

For the applicant to connect to this 6-inch force main lateral, a sewer system analysis will need to be done by 
the applicant to determine how the two pump stations will operate together. It is possible that a new connection 
to this force main at La Center Road will need to be moved to the high point, if conflicts between the two pump 
stations will result. 

The applicant will also need to complete a basin analysis of the new pump station, including any additional area 
in La Center that can be served by the pump station.  The pump station will need to be sized for the entire basin, 
but the pumps can likely be sized for the proposed subdivision.   

A Latecomer’s agreement, per LCMC 13.10.240,  is the only method for the cost of recovery for the pump station 
portion sized for the entire basin.  It may be possible to use a development agreement to recover costs of the 
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pump station with SDC credits or some other form of reimbursement.  This use of the developer agreement will 
need to be approved by city council.  The approval and use of Developer’s Agreement are discussed in LCMC 
18.60. 

Chapter 18.320 (Stormwater and Erosion Control) 
Section 18.320.120 (1) LCMC states that ground-disturbing activities of more than 500 square feet are subject 
to the requirements of City of La Center Erosion Control Guidelines. Section 18.320.120 (2)(a) LCMC states that 
the creation of more than 2,000 square feet of impervious surface is subject to stormwater regulation. 

The applicant proposes to create new impervious public interior streets, that will be public Per LCMC 
18.320.210. Treatment BMPs shall be sized to the treat the water quality design storm, defined as the six-month, 
24-hour storm runoff volume. 
 
A Technical Information Report (TIR) will need to be submitted by the applicant and must comply with LCMC 
18.320. 
 
The LCMC section 18.320.220 states that if surface water leaves the site, stormwater must be detained per 
LCMC. Runoff calculations need to consider undisturbed forest as the pre-developed condition in determining 
runoff curve numbers or a downstream analysis of the existing conveyance system is required. The design must 
meet the LCMC 18.320 and the 1992 Puget Sound Manual for the design of the system. 
 
The collection system shall be designed by the rational method using HEC-12 1984 edition standards for gutter 
and storm pipe capacity. As an alternate, WSDOT Hydraulics Manual can be used for inlet capacity design. The 
100-year rainfall intensity must be used for pipe capacity design using the rational method. 

Downspouts connections from the houses must connect directly into the site stormwater system. Laterals from 
the storm main in the street must be shown to serve each lot. 
 

Maintenance of Stormwater Facility 
The applicant shall be responsible for maintenance of the stormwater facility. An operations manual must be 
submitted for City review approval for the maintenance of the facility in all cases. Adequate bonding is required 
to guarantee maintenance of the facility for a period of two years following final plat. 

Street Lighting 
Street light design and installation is reviewed and approved by the City of La Center. Street lighting on local 
streets shall be Acorn full cutoff single fixture on a black decorative fiberglass pole and the frontage 
improvements will need to have Cobra Head LED light per the Engineering Standards. The applicant shall submit 
a Photometric analysis along with the street-light design to verify compliance with the Engineering Standards. 

Potable Water 
Water system connections are regulated by Clark Public Utility (CPU) and a permit and plan approval will be 
required for City plan approval. 
 
Coordinate with Clark Cowlitz Fire & Rescue regarding hydrant spacing and related fire flow and fire 
protections issues. 
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