
Variance Narrative - Rear Yard Setback Reduction
Property Address: 1000 E. Southview Heights Drive, La Center, WA
Applicant: Alder Deschand

Project Description
The applicant requests approval of a variance to reduce the required rear yard setback from 20 feet
to 14 feet to allow construction of a 12-foot by 20-foot patio cover over an existing rear-yard patio.
The patio cover is intended to provide protection from sun and rain and increase year-round use of
the existing outdoor living area. The project does not create additional living space, increase
residential density, or introduce a new use.

Variance Criterion 1
The property is subject to a recorded plat note requiring a 20-foot rear yard setback. The
combination of the lot configuration, buildable area, and existing improvements limits the ability to
provide customary covered outdoor living space while preserving functional use of the rear yard.
The proposed patio cover is designed to be integrated with the existing patio and residence.

Variance Criterion 2
The circumstances necessitating the variance were not created by the applicant. The lot
configuration, plat restrictions, and setback requirements existed prior to the proposed
improvement.

Variance Criterion 3
Covered patios and outdoor living spaces are common residential amenities. Approval of this
variance would allow the applicant to enjoy a property right commonly exercised by other
homeowners while maintaining the residential character of the neighborhood.

Variance Criterion 4
The requested reduction to a 14-foot setback is the minimum practical variance necessary to cover
the existing patio area and achieve the intended purpose of providing protection from weather
conditions.

Variance Criterion 5
Any impacts associated with the variance are minimal and mitigated to the extent practical. The
project will not affect traffic, public services, utilities, drainage, or neighborhood compatibility. The
patio cover is a minor residential improvement over an existing patio.

Variance Criterion 6
Granting the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare and will not be injurious
to nearby properties. The proposed patio cover is consistent with the surrounding residential
neighborhood and will not create adverse impacts related to noise, traffic, safety, or land use.



Conclusion
The requested variance is a reasonable and limited modification to the rear-yard setback
requirement. The proposal is compatible with the surrounding neighborhood, creates no significant
impacts, preserves a customary residential property right, and satisfies the approval criteria for a
variance. The applicant respectfully requests approval of the variance reducing the rear-yard
setback from 20 feet to 14 feet.




