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CITY OF LA CENTER
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
Department: Public Works & Community Development, Tracy Coleman, Director
Hearing Date: April 22, 2026
Projects: Ordinance No. 2026-06

Action Requested:  Adoption of Transportation Impact Fees and Repealing of Resolution 11-339
with Ordinance No. 2026-06

Background

The City of La Center held a workshop on March 11, 2026, regarding the Multimodal Level of Service
Standard (MMLOS), Capital Facilities Plan (CFP) Updates and Transportation Impact Fee (TIF)
proposal based on the MMLOS and CFP. Council directed staff to look at a stair step approach of TIF
in relationship to the CFP, and to look at inflation.

During the March 25" council meeting, staff presented options for the TIF at a stair step approach of 3,
4 and 5 years, additionally what an annual inflation adjustment Construction Cost Index would look
like (average between 2.5-5%), based on the Engineering News Record. Council directed staff to move
forward in a stair step for the TIF based on three (3) years and include an annual CCI starting 2027.

Budget Impact

The TIF shall be calculated using a three (3) year stair step method beginning in 2026, as shown
below:

Annual
Increase

Duration

3 years 33% 510,081 512,597 514,108

Beginning in 2027, annually, to account for construction inflation, a Construction Cost Index (CCI)
shall be added to the TIF based on the Engineering News Record CCI.

City Council Recommendation/Motion

I move to adopt Ordinance 2026-06 updating the TIF based on the Capital Facilities Plan adoption.

La Center City Council — April 22, 2026
Ordinance 2026-06 TIF page 1




e

.

~

CITY OF LA CENTER
ORDINANCE NO. 2026-06

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTION OF NEW TRANSPORTATION IMPACT FEES AND REPEALING
RESOLUTION 11-339

The La Center City Council makes the following findings:

WHEREAS, RCW 82.02.050 through 82.02.100 authorizes the City to impose
Transportation Impact Fees (TIF) on new developments to pay for system-wide impacts to
public streets and roads that are reasonably related to demands and impacts imposed by
new development on these systems; and

WHEREAS, La Center exercised this statutory authority regarding streets, roads and
related transportation facilities by adoption Ordinance 2018-09 on July 25, 2018, codified
as Chapter 3.35 (Park and Traffic Fees) of the La Center Municipal Code (LCMC); and

WHEREAS, La Center adopted Resolution No 11-339 on February 23, 2011,
updating Traffic Impact Fees to total $7,561 per p.m. peak vehicle trip; and

WHEREAS, Traffic Impact Fees (TIF) identified in Resolution 11-339 and LCMC
3.35.090 and Transportation Impact Fees (TIF) as identified in the Local Transportation Act
(RCW 39.92.040) and Impact Fees ldentified in Growth Management Act (GMA) (RCW
82.02.05) are synonymous; and

WHEREAS, according to state law, the City’s TIF shall be based on the system
projects listed and adopted in the City’s Capital Facilities Plan (CFP) for each of the
enumerated City facilities and systems according to the methodologies codified in the
corresponding chapters of the LCMC; and

WHEREAS, the City revised the transportation CFP component of its
Comprehensive Plan, most recently with the adoption of a new set of CFP’s the enactment
of Ordinance 2026-05, adopted by council vote today; and

WHEREAS, since the last update of the City’s Transportation System in 2019,
several significant changes affecting the City’s transportation system planning have
occurred, Including:

e New Washington Growth Management Act Plan Requirements,



e Significant development and improvements at the Junction and La Center Road,
e Downtown 2.0 Development, and
e Funding and Impact Fee Rate; and

WHEREAS, City Council held meetings to discuss the revised Transportation CFP
and the Council’s regular meetings on March 11 and 25" of 2-26, and held a duly noticed
public hearing on April 22, 2026; and

WHEREAS, as a result of significant changes since 2018, the revised Transportation
CFP estimated the total value of TIF-eligible transportation system improvement projects
to be $28,949,755.00, and recommended a new TIF of $14,108.00 per P.M. peak vehicle
trip; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has proposed to adopt the staff recommendation of an
updated TIF using a stair step rate for three years to reach the recommended new TIF rate
adoption of $14,108 in 2028; and

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that wages, salaries and parts continue to
increase with construction inflation, and therefore must adopt a Construction Cost Index
to account for this increase; and

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that, to implement the Transportation CFP,
it must dedicate sufficient funds to complete the transportation projects contained in the
6-year Transportation CFP project list;

NOW THEREFORE, based on the foregoing Findings, the City of La Center Ordains
as follows;

Section 1. Repeal. Resolution No. 11-339 is hereby repealed.

Section 2. Adoption. The following TIF is hereby adopted, and the fees stated herein
shall be charged to all new developments in the City:

The TIF shall be calculated using a three (3) year stair step method beginning in 2026, as
shown below:

Annual
Increase

Duration

3 years 33% 510,081 512,597 514,108




Furthermore, beginning in 2027, annually, to account for construction inflation, a
Construction Cost Index (CCl) shall be added to the TIF based on the Engineering News
Record CCI.

Section 3. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance

should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such
invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other
section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance.

Section 4. This ordinance is subject to referendum and shall take effect thirty (30)
days after final passage of this ordinance.

Approved and adopted this 22" day of April 2026 by the La Center City Council. This
ordinance shall take effect on the 31st day following adoption and publication as
prescribed by law.

Thomas Strobehn, Mayor of La Center

Peter Boyce, Clerk Treasurer

Beth Ford, City Attorney
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