
City of La Center, Washington

Cityof La Center

210 East 4th Street,

La Center, Washington 98629

360.253.3654

TYPE I HAZARD TREE REMOVAL

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting the removal of one (1) Douglas Fir Tree in the
front northeast corner of the property along Aspen Ave. The tree is causing
root related site and infrastructure impacts related to advanced lateral root
system expansion. The lateral root zone and root flare are exerting
pressure on the adjacent fence line. The PUD water line and TDS telecom
equipment is located in very close proximity directly outside the fence. Due
to the size and growth of the tree, continued root expansion presents risk to
the underground utilities. The project is located on approximately .8 acres in
the LDR-7.5 zone district.

LOCATION: Parcel Number 258895000-1440 Aspen /LaCenter / WA / 98629

APPLICABLE
STANDARDS

The application will be reviewed for compliance with the La Center
Municipal Code (LCMC): 18.350.080; Emergency Tree Removal, Title 18,
Development Code Chapters: 18.30 Procedures; 18.130 Low Density
Residential (LDR-7.5); 18.350 Tree Protection

RECOMMENDATION: APPROVAL, subject to conditions

I. CONTACT LIST

APPLICANT/ Owner

Name: Edward & Julie Parmentier

Address: 1440 Aspen Avenue La Center, WA 98626

Phone: 360.309.9128 & 360.760.4149

Eiparml (agmail.com
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LA CENTER STAFF

City of LaCenter

Community Development Director

Tracy Coleman

210 East 4th Street

LaCenter WA, 98629

Phone: 360.263.5189

email: tcoleman@ci.lacenter.wa.us

II. OVERVIEW
The project site is located within the front yard along the NE corner of Aspen Avenue at 1440 Aspen
Avenue. The site is approximately .8 acres in size. The applicant is requesting to remove one (1) large
Douglas Fir tree. The tree exceeds the 10-inch DBH threshold. The homeowner has observed
extensive root expansion that presents a risk to the underground utilities

According to LCMC 18.350.080 Tree removalpermits:

A person who desires to remove a tree shall first apply for and receive one of the followingtree cutting
permits before tree removal occurs:

(1) Type I Permit. Type I permits shall be issued without further review upon application and
demonstration by the applicant that the request qualifies as a Type I permit pursuant to this
subsection.

(a) Tree removal permits are not required for:

(i) A property that is located in a residential zone and is occupied by a single-family dwelling, and;

(ii) Removal of up to two trees, 10-inch caliper or less per tree at DBH within a calendar year; and

(iii) A tree that is not:

(A) Located within a critical area or buffer;

(B) A heritage tree per LCMC 18.350.110;

(C) Protected by a condition of approvalof a development permit pursuant to the La Center Municipal
Code;

(D) Located on property owned by the city or dedicated to the public, including parks, open space
and public rights-of-way.

(b) Dead Tree Removal Permit:

(i) The city shall issue a tree cutting permit for a dead tree, except as provided by subsection (3)(b) of
this section, if the applicant demonstrates that a tree is dead and warrants removal.
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(ii) Inorder toprovide for wildlife habitat and naturalprocesses, the director may require the retention
of a dead tree. Dead trees shallnot be removed if located in criticalareas, parks or open space areas
required to be preserved as a condition of development approval, unless the tree presents a potential
hazard to persons or property.

(c) Hazard Tree Removal Permit: The city shall issue a tree cutting permit for a hazard tree if the
applicant demonstrates that a tree is a hazard and warrants removal.

(i) A hazard tree is a tree that is cracked, split, leaning or physically damaged to the degree that it is
clear that it is likely to fall and injure persons or property. A hazard tree may also include a tree that
is located within a public right-of-way and is causing damage to existing public, or private facilities
or services and such facilities or services cannot be relocated. The applicant must demonstrate that
the condition or location of the tree presents a clear public safety hazard or a foreseeable danger of
property damage to an existing structure and such hazard or danger cannot reasonably be alleviated
by treatment or pruning.

(ii) The city may require the applicant to submit an arborist’s report confirming the hazard potential
of the tree along with an analysis of alternative methods to alleviate the hazard without removal and
submit a completed hazard evaluation form as provided by the city.

Finding-Staff finds that the tree is located near the public right-of-way and the root system is starting
to damage private property and the tree presents a clear public safety hazard ora foreseeable danger
of property damage to an existing structure and such hazard or danger cannot reasonably be
alleviated by treatment or pruning.

(d) Emergency Permit:

(i) If the condition of a tree presents an immediate danger of collapse and represents a clear and
present hazard to persons or property, an emergency tree cutting permit may be issued and the
payment of a fee maybe waived. For the purposes of this subsection,“immediate danger of collapse”
means that the tree is already leaning, with the surrounding soil heaving, and there is a significant
likelihood that the tree will topple or otherwise fail and cause damage before a tree cutting permit
could be obtained through the nonemergency process. “Immediate danger of collapse” does not
include hazardous conditions that can be alleviated by pruning or treatment.

(ii) Emergency tree cutting permits must be approved by the public works director or city planner. If
an emergency situation arises at a time when city officials are unavailable, and such emergency
creates a significant likelihood that the tree will topple or otherwise failbefore such officialbecomes
available, the owner of the tree shall, if practical and reasonable, first notify City Hall and state the
address where the tree is being removed, the company performing the removal, along with the
property owner’s name, address, and telephone number. The owner shall photograph the tree
showing emergency conditions and then may proceed with removal of the tree to the extent
necessary to avoid the immediate hazard. Within seven days of such removal, the owner of the tree
shall apply for a retroactive emergency tree cutting permit and shall submit with the application
evidence to demonstrate the emergency nature of the tree.

(iii) The city may require the applicant to hire an arborist to review the evidence to ascertain whether
the tree presented an immediate danger of collapse. The person or entity performing the removal
shall not be eligible to provide this review. If the evidence shows that the tree did not satisfy the
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emergency tree removal standards set forth in this chapter, the application shall be denied and the
owner of the tree shall be subject to enforcement pursuant to Chapter 18.50 LCMC and the
mitigation requirements of LCMC 18.350.050.

According to LCMC 18.350.070.c, the applicant qualifies for a Type I Hazard Tree Removal Permit.

The applicant is required to meet each of the applicable approval criteria according to LCMC:
18.350.080.

Approval criteria.

An application for a tree removal permit shall demonstrate that the following criteria are satisfied:

(1) Removal of the tree will not have a significant negative impact on erosion, soil stability, flow of
surface waters, protection of adjacent trees, or existingwindbreaks; The trees that are being removed
show signs of a fungal agent and some of the trees are leaning, breaking, have broken limbs, shallow
roots and show danger to nearby homes.

Finding - the homeowner/applicant is responsible for removal of the Birch tree and they are required
to follow the code by assuring that the removal will not have a negative impact on erosion, soil
stability, flow of surface waters, protection of adjacent trees, or existing windbreaks.

(2) Removal of the trees are not for the sole purpose of providing or enhancing views;

Finding - The applicant is removing the trees for hazard concerns.

(3) The tree is proposed for removal for landscaping purposes or in order to construct development
approved or allowed pursuant to the La Center Municipal Code or other applicable development
regulations. The city planner may require the building footprint of the development to be staked to
allow for accurate verification of the permit application; The tree removal is for hazard trees only and
for emergency tree removal for safety purposes. There will be no development resulting from the
removal of the trees.

(4) Removal of the Douglas Fir tree will not have a significant negative impact on the character,
aesthetics, or property values of the neighborhood. The city may grant an exception to this criterion
when alternatives to the tree removal have been considered and no reasonable alternative exists to
allow the property to be used as permitted in the zone. In making this determination, the city may
consider alternative site plans or placement of structures or alternate landscaping designs that
would lessen the impact on trees, so long as the alternatives continue to comply with other
provisions of the La Center Municipal Code.

Finding - Removing the Douglas Fir tree will not have a negative impact on the character, aesthetics
or property values in the neighborhood.

As a condition of approval - If the tree removal takes place within the public right-of-way a right-of-
way permit shall be required.

(5) The city shall require the applicant to mitigate for the removal of each tree pursuant to LCMC
18.350.050. Such mitigation requirements shall be a condition of approval of the permit.
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4s a condition of approval - The applicant/homeowner is required to plant a new native species

tree for the tree that is removed. All debris due to the tree removal shall be properly disposed of and

an inspection will be required to ensure proper mitigation has taken p lace.

( 6 ) Th e c ity m ay i m p o s e c o n d it i o n s of a p p rova l o n a ny t re e c utt i n g p e r m i t if t h e c o n d i t i o n i s

re a s o n a b ly re lat e d t o p reve nt i n g , e l i m i n a t i n g o r m it i ga t i n g a n egat i ve i m p a ct o r p ote nt i a l i m p a c t o n

n a t u ra l fe a t u re s o r p ro c e s s e s o r o n t h e b u i lt e nv i ro n m e n t of t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d w h i c h i s a s c re ate d o r

c o n t ri b ut e d t o by t h e a p p rove d t re e re m ova l . C o n d i t i o n s of a p p rova l m ay i n c l u d e , b u t a re n ot l i m i te d

t o :

( a ) C utt i n g a t re e o r st u m p f l u s h wi t h t h e g ra d e i n ste a d of g r i n d i n g o r f u l ly re m ov i n g a st u m p ;

( b ) R e q u i r i n g m o d if i c at i o n s i n t h e lo c at i o n , d e s i g n o r i n t e n s ity of a d eve lo p m e nt o r a ct iv it i e s o n a s it e

o r to re q u i re o r p ro h i b i t c e rt a i n c o n st r u ct i o n m et h o d s ;

( c ) R e q u i r i n g ve getat i o n n ot re q u i r i n g a t re e re m ova l p e r m i t to re m a i n i n p la c e o r b e p la n te d ;

( d ) Re q u i r i n g t h e re m ova l o f i nj u r i o u s ve getat i o n ( E n g l i s h i vy) f ro m ot h e r t re e s o n t h e p ro p e rty.

Th e m i t i gat i o n s h a l l b e i m p o s e d wit h s e ct i o n ( 5 ) of t h e a p p l i c a b l e a p p rova l c r it e r i a .

4s  a  condition  of  approval  -  The  applicant  is  required  to  fully  remove  th  e  tree  including  grinding  the

stump.

LC M C 1 8 . 3 0 P ro c e d u re s :

W i t h i n 2 1 c a le n d a r d a ys a fte r t h e d a te a n a p p l i c at i o n s u bj e ct to a Ty p e I p ro c e s s i s a c c e pte d a s

te c h n i c a lly c o m p l et e , t h e rev i ew a ut h o r ity s h a l l i s s u e a d e c i s i o n t h at a p p rove s , a p p rove s wit h

c o n d i t i o n s , o r d e n i e s t h e a p p l i c at i o n ; p rov i d e d , a n a p p l i c a n t m ay a g re e i n wr it i n g to exte n d t h at t i m e

a n d m a y p rovi d e a d d it i o n a l i nfo r m at i o n w it h i n t h a t t i m e at t h e re q u e st of t h e c i ty. Th e d e c i s i o n s h a l l

i n c l u d e a b r i ef s u m m a ry of t h e re l eva n t fa ct s a n d a p p l i c a b l e sta n d a rd s fo r t h e a p p l i c at i o n a n d of h ow

t h e a p p l i c at i o n c o m p l i e s wit h t h o s e st a n d a rd s b a s e d o n t h e fa cts a n d ev i d e n c e , i n c l u d i n g a n y

c o n d i t i o n s of a p p rova l .

T h e a p p l i c at i o n i s a Ty p e I p e r m i t a n d d o e s n ot re q u i re n ot i c e of a p p l i c at i o n .

T h e a p p l i c at i o n wa s s u b m i tte d o n J a n u a ry 1 3 , 2 0 2 6 .

A s i te v i s it by C ity st a ff to o k p l a c e o n J a n u a ry 1 5 , 20 2 6 .

Sta ff d ete r m i n e d t h at a Typ e I H a za rd Tre e R e m ova l Pe r m it wa s a p p ro p r i ate .

T h e C i ty st a ff o b s e rve d t h e t re e s s h ow i n g e m e rge n cy c o n d it i o n s a n d t h e n a p p rove d t h e Typ e I Tre e

R e m ova l Pe r m it a p p l i c at i o n .

LC M C 1 8 . 1 3 0 ( Low D e n s i ty R e s i d e n t i a l D i st r i ct | L D R -7 . 5 )

T h e a p p l i c a n t i s r e q u e st i n g to re m ove o n e ( 1 ) h a z a rd o u s t re e lo c ate d i n t h e L D R -7 . 5 z o n e d i st r i ct . T h e

a p p l i c a n t i s n ot re q u e st i n g a ny ty p e of d eve lo p m e n t w it h i n t h e a re a .

LC M C 1 8 . 3 5 0 Tre e P rote ct i o n

T h e a p p l i c a n t h a s s u b m i tt e d a t re e re m ova l p e r m i t w i t h a n a s s o c i ate d n a r rat i ve fo r t h e p la n t i n g of

n at i ve s p e c i e s t re e s .
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As a cond it i on of approva l - One tree sha ll be re-plan ted by June 1 6, 2026.

CONCLUS IONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

Th e rev i ew auth o ri ty f i nd s the a pp l i ca nt h as susta i ned the bu rden of p rov i ng the a p p l i c at i o n comp li es

with the a p p l i c a b le p rov i s i o n s of the La Cente r M u n i c i pa l Cod e . The s u bj ect a pp l i cat i o n shou ld be

APPROVED, SU BJ ECT TO TH E FOLLOWI NG CON D IT I ONS .

Cond it i ons of Approva l

1 . If t he tree remova l ta kes p lace with i n the pub li c right-of-way a r ight-of-way perm it sha ll

be requ i red .

2. Th  e  a  p  p  l i  c  a  nt/h  om  e  owne  r  i  s  re  q  u  i  red  to  p  la  nt  a  new  n  ative  s  p  e  c  i  e  s  tree  fo  r  t  h  e  tree  th  at 

i  s  re  moved  .  All  d  e  b  r i  s  d  u  e  to  th  e  tree  re  m  ova  l  s  h  a  ll  be  p  ro  p  e  r ly  d  i  s  p  os  ed  of  a  n  d  a  n 

i  n  s  pe  ct i  o  n  wi  ll  be  req  u  i  red  to  e  n  s  u  re  p  ro  per  m  i t  i  gat io  n  ha  s  ta  ke  n  p  la  ce  .  Th  e  tree  i  s 

req  u  i  re  d  to  be  p  la  nte  d  by  J  u  n  e  1  6  ,  2026

3. Th  e  a  p  p  l ica  nt  i  s  re  q  u  i  red  to  fu  lly  rem  ove  t  h  e  t  re  e  i  nc  lu  d  i  n  g  gr i  n  d  i  n  g  th  e  stu  m  p.

4. Th  e  a  p  p  l i  ca  nt  i  s  re  s  po  n  s  i  b  le  fo  r  a  ny  d  a  m  age  ca  u  s  ed  to  the  p  u  b  l i  c  s  i  d  e  wa  lk ,  r i  ght-  of-

way,  a  n  d  p  u  b  l i  c  i  nfra  structu  re  ca  u  sed  d  u  ri  ng  th  e  rem  ova  l  of  the  t  ree .

APPEALS

The a pp l i ca nt, a pp l i ca nt ' s re p rese ntat ive , o r a ny pe rson , agen cy o r f i rm with a n i nte re st i n the m a tte r may

a ppe a l th e C r it i ca l a re a d ec i s i o n . The a ppe l l a nt s h a l l fi l e t h e a ppea l togethe r w it h the req u i s i te fee a nd

i nfo rm at i o n wit h i n 14 ca l e nd a r days (Augu st 26 , 2024 ) of t he d a te o f t he dec i s i o n be i n g a p pea led .

( 1 8 .030 . 1 30 LCMC . )

Dec is i on Issua nce Date : J anua ry 16, 2026

Contact I nfo rmat i on

C i ty of La Cente r , Tra cy Co lema n ,

Commu n ity Deve lopme nt & Pu b l i c

Wo rks D i re cto r

P hone : 360 -263- 5 1 89 ; em a i l :

tco leman@c i . l acenter .wa . us

C ity of La Ce nte r , Ang i e M e rr i l l

P la n ne r

P hone : 360 -263- 3654 ; ema i l :

amerri l l@c i . lacenter.wa. us
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Angie Merrill

City of La Center

Planner
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