PARADISE LANDING SIGN PERMIT FILE # 2025-014-SGN

Type | Staff Report & Decision
City of La Center Junction Sign

(File # 2026-006-SGN)
CITY OF LA CENTER
The applicant is requesting approval for the installation of a government single
sided, illuminated 18’ x 15’ Freeway Business Complex Sign. The proposed sign
will be 18 feet in height and 15 feet wide for a total of 270 square feet and will
DESCRIPTION: be located on the southwest corner of lot two (2) of the Minit Management
Short Plat BK 4 Pg 349. The lot is 1.07 acres in the JP (Junction Plan) zone
district.
32024 NW Paradise Park Road
LOCATION: La Center, WA 98642

APPLICANT/ OWNER:

Tracy Coleman

City of La Center

210 E 4" Street

La Center, WA 98629

(360) 263-3654
tcoleman@ci.lacenter.wa.us

Angie Merrill
City of La Center
210 E 4t Street

CONTACT: La Center, WA 98629

(360)263-3654

amerrill@ci.lacenter.wa.us
ZONING: Junction Plan (JP), Town Center (TC)

The City reviewed the application for compliance with the La Center Municipal
APPROVAL CRITERIA: | Code (LCMC) Chapter 8.60, Sign Regulations.

SUBMITTAL DATE:

February 18, 2026

DECISION:

APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

DECISION DATE:

February 24, 2026
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CONTACT LIST

APPLICANT/OWNER

Tracy Coleman

City of La Center

210 E 4t Street

La Center, WA 98629

(360) 263-3654
tcoleman@ci.lacenter.wa.us

CITY OF LA CENTER STAFF

Angie Merrill

Planner

210 E. 4 St.

La Center, WA 98629

(360) 263-3654
amerrill@ci.lacenter.wa.us

Tracy Coleman

Community Development & Public Works
Director

210 E. 4% St.

La Center, WA 98629

(360) 263-5189
tcoleman@ci.lacenter.wa.us

Sign Permit File # 2026-006-SGN
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Overview and Procedural Background

The applicant is requesting to install a 270 square foot (18-foot x 15-foot) Freeway Business Complex Sign.
The sign will be located on the southwest corner of lot two (2) of the Minit Management Short Plat BK 4 Pg
349. The proposed sign is single-sided and will be illuminated.

The applicant is subject to all current requirements set forth in LCMC Chapter 8.60, Sign Regulations and
8.60.080 Signs in the JP (La Center Junction Planning District) zone.

Approval Criteria
LCMC 8.60.020 Applicability

(1) Exemptions. All signs are subject to this chapter except for the following:

(a) Signs not visible from a public right-of-way; provided, that any such signs are erected and
maintained in accordance with this chapter.

(b) Government signs: signs erected by federal, state, county or city governing bodies.

(c) Signs inside a building, except for strobe lights, flashing or similar lights visible from a public right-
of-way or another private property or audible from a public right-of-way or another private property.
(d) Signs carved into or part of materials that are an integral part of a building.

(e) Customary holiday decorations.

(f) Murals. A mural is an exterior wall painted with artwork or some expressive content or message
with no frame or other associated structure.

(g) Flags less than 100 square feet in area.

(h) Signs attached to or carried by a person.

(i) Signs required by law or legal action, including signs warning of hazardous or dangerous
conditions on a property and land use application and hearing notices.

(2) Prohibited Signs. The following types of signs are prohibited:

(a) Signs which are public or private nuisances.

(b) Signs which do not comply with LCMC § 8.60.050, General requirements applicable to all signs.
(c) Billboards.

(d) Signs attached to, painted on or carved into a tree, a utility pole or a traffic pole.

(e) Signs with search lights, rotating lights, flashing lights, or strobe lights.

(f) Inflatable signs.

(g) Signs that have expired, been discontinued or abandoned or have become dilapidated or are a
threat to public safety.

(h) Signs which are abandoned, discontinued or no longer in good repair.

(i) Signs located on vehicles or trailers parked on public rights-of-way which display containing a
message larger than two square feet.

(j) Feather signs.

(k) Pole signs.

Finding(s):

The applicant may appeal the decision to the City of La Center’s City Council or apply for a Post
Decision Review if applicable.

The applicant is proposing a Government Sign, which is Exempt from Land Use Review sign under
LCMC 8.60.020(1)(b).

Per RWC 47.42 and the Highway Advertising Control Act (WAC 468-66) Type 3 (g) Electronic
signs may be used only as Type 3 on-premise signs and/or present public service information.
Staff finds that this is a government sign and will only display public information. If the sign can

be seen from the freeway this provision is applicable. Staff finds that the sign can’t be seen.

A building permit is required for the proposed sign.

A building permit must be exercised within 90 days of issuance. Permits issued under this chapter
shall be void if the sign so permitted is not erected in compliance with the requirements of the
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permit and this chapter within 90 days following the date the permit is ISSUEd The public works
director may grant a request, made in writing, to extend the permit for one additional 90-day
period.

e Conclusion: With conditions of approval, the proposed sign meets the approval criteria set
forth in LCMC 8.60.030.

LCMC 8.60.050 General Requirements Applicable to All Signs
(1) General Requirements. The following requirements apply to all signs allowed in the city:

(a) Building and Specialty Code Compliance. All signs, whether regulated by this chapter or not,
shall meet all applicable construction and operation standards of the International Building
Code adopted by the city of La Center. Where these codes conflict with the requirements of this
chapter, the more stringent or restrictive shall control.

(b) No sign shall be insecurely erected, or constructed so as to constitute a safety hazard, fire
hazard or a nuisance.

(c) Sign Obstructing View, Passage or Safety. No sign shall:

i.  Obstruct free ingress to or egress from any door, window, fire escape, alley, driveway,
fire lane, access from the sidewalk to transit stop areas, designated disabled parking
spaces, disabled access ramps or building exits;

ii. Be located so as to obstruct or interfere with intersection sight distance for vehicles
exiting a driveway or street in accordance with the line of sight triangle requirements in
the La Center engineering standards;

il Obstruct or interfere in any way with the public’s ability to clearly view government
signs;

iv. By reason of their size, location, movement, content, coloring, or manner of illumination
be subject to being confused with a government sign; or

V. Interfere in any way with traffic, visibility or passage within the public right-of-way,
including vehicle travel lanes, sidewalks and bike lanes.

(e) Lighting. Signs, excluding temporary signs and canopy signs, may be lit, either from within the sign
structure or by external lights shining on the sign face. External light sources shall be aimed
downward and be shielded to direct light solely on the sign face, and in no case shall sign lights
shine directly onto an adjacent property, buildings or the public right-of-way or cast glare into the
eyes of pedestrians or motorists in the public right-of-way. Flashing, strobe and rotating lights are
prohibited in all situations. Sign lights shall not substitute for security or safety lighting that may
otherwise be required.

(f) Property Owner Consent. No sign shall be erected on property or a structure (e.g., a building or
utility pole) owned by someone other than the person responsible for the sign without the express
consent of the property’s owner. If the city cannot verify owner consent, the sign will be deemed
unlawful and subject to removal.

Finding(s):

e The proposed sign does not appear to constitute a safety hazard, fire hazard, or nuisance. The
proposed sign meets the regulations in LCMC Chapter 8.60 Sign Regulations and will require a
building permit.

e The proposed sign does not obstruct view, passage or safety as set forth in LCMC 8.60.050(c)(i-v).

e The proposed external light sources shall be aimed downward and be shielded to direct light
solely on the sign face, and in no case shall sign lights shine directly onto an adjacent property,
buildings or the public right-of-way or cast glare into the eyes of pedestrians or motorists in the
public right-of-way. Flashing, strobe and rotating lights are prohibited in all situations. Sign lights
shall not substitute for security or safety lighting that may otherwise be required.

e The permit application has been signed by the authorized property owner.
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forth in LCMC 8.60.050.

LCMC 8.60.080 Signs in the JP (La Center Junction Plan District)

(1) All signs in the JP zone shall comply with the requirements of this section and the requirements of LCMC
8.60.050, General requirements applicable to all signs, unless otherwise allowed in this section.

(2) Signs in the town center (TC), town general (TG) and town employment (TE) zones shall comply with the
LCMC 8.60.080 (JP) zone district:

Finding(s):

Per LCMC 8.60.020 (B) Government signs: signs erected by federal, state, county or city governing
are exempt from land use review

NOTICE OF DECISION

The review authority finds the applicant has sustained the burden of proving the application complies with
the applicable provisions of the La Center Municipal Code. Therefore, the subject application is hereby
APPROVED WITH CONDITION OF APPROVAL:

2R

The applicant may appeal the decision to the City of La Center’s City Council or apply for a Post
Decision Review if applicable.

The sign is exempt from Land Use Review; If it is determined that the sign can be seen from the
freeway - it shall be in compliance with the Highway Advertising Control Act as administered by
the Washington State Department of Transportation and comply with the following conditions:

a. Asingle message or a message segment must have a static display time of at least two
seconds after moving onto the signboard, with all segments of the total message to be
displayed within ten seconds. One segment message may remain static on the signboard
with no duration limit.

b. Display may travel horizontally or scroll vertically onto electronic signboards but must
hold in a static position of two seconds after completing the travel or scroll.

c. Displays shall not appear to flash, undulate, or pulse, or portray explosions, fireworks,
flashes of light, or blinking or chasing lights. Displays shall not appear to move toward or
away from the view, expand or contract, bounce, rotate, spin, twist, or otherwise portray
graphics or animation assist move onto, is displayed on, or leaves the signboard.

d. Electronic signs requiring more than four seconds to change from one single message
display to another shall be turned off during the change interval.

e. No electronic sign lamp may be illuminated to a degree of brightness that is greater than
necessary for adequate visibility. In no case may the brightness exceed 8,000 mnits or
equivalent candelas between dusk and dawn. Signs found to be too bright shall be
adjusted as directed.

A building permit is required for the proposed sign.

A building permit must be exercised within 90 days of issuance.

The proposed sign shall not obstruct view, passage or safety as set forth in LCMC 8.60.050(c)(i-v).
The proposed external light sources shall be aimed downward and be shielded to direct light solely
on the sign face, and in no case shall sign lights shine directly onto an adjacent property, buildings
or the public right-of-way or cast glare into the eyes of pedestrians or motorists in the public right-
of-way. Flashing, strobe and rotating lights are prohibited in all situations.

Sign lights shall not substitute for security or safety lighting that may otherwise be required.

the applicant shall provide certified data verifying compliance with the luminance code
requirements according to LCMC 8.60.050(n)(i-vii).
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APPEALS

Decisions on sign permits are appealable to the City Council per 8.60.030(2)(d).

J\Mﬂ %/U WLQ/ \/&M

Angie Merrill

Attachments
e Attachment A: Approved Sign Drawings & Site Plan
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SOUTH ELEVATION END VIEW
CONFIRM DEPTHS

SINGLE-FACED, ILLUMINATED / NON-ILLUMINATED PYLON SIGN:
' - TWO FULL COLOR L.E.D. "WATCHFIRE" ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTERS ( 10mm - 90 x 240 MATRIX).
- TOP CAP IS PAINTED ALUMINUM WITH FLAT PAINTED ACCENTS.
- SIGN SUPPORT PIPES HAVE "ACRE" FAUX-WOOD VENEER WITH PAINTED ALUMINUM CAPS, ACCENTS AND TRIM.
FAUX-WOOD VENEER IS ON FRONT AND OUTER SURFACES ONLY - INNER AND BACK FACES ARE PAINTED BLACK.
- PAINTED ALUMINUM ANIMAL SILHOUETTES APPLIED TO FRONT FACE OF FAUX WOOD WITH STUD ATTACHMENT.
SILHOUETTES ARE 1/8" PLATE SPACED 1" OFF SURFACE OF FAUX WOOD.

GARRETT S'GN C’TY OF LA CENTER DATE: 1/12/26 |SCALE: NONE  |DRW: &

817 HAANEY 4 JL
ool ST LRI e | 0814 NW 319th LA CENTER WA. | DESIGN #: LaCenterCITY_montk _ [reommms 767

THIS SUSMITTED DESIGN AND IT FULLY n::u uun SIGN CRITERIA. IF THE THIS ORIGINAL ARTWORK IS THE PROPERTY OF
SIGNS ARE RENTALS THEY ARE RECOGNIZED AS THE PROPERTY OF GARRETT SIGN. THE OF THE GARRETT SIGN. BY ACCEPTING THIS COPY vau
SIGNS WILL BE ALLOWED WITHNOUY DELAY. THE LANDLORD WILL NOT LEAN OR ATTACH ANY CLAIM, caamuu:n ABANDONED AGREE TO PAY FOR ALL COSTS OF IT'S DEVELOPMENT
OR ASSESSED ANY FEES AGAINST RENTAL SIGNS. THE TERMS OF THIS APPROVAL WILL TRANSFER TO FUTURE PROPERTY DWNERS. IF USED WITHOUT WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION
ACCEPTED

PRINT LANDLORD
NAME 4 SIGNATURE & DATE BY & DATE









