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APPENDIX A

ROUTINE DETERMINATION METHOD AND PLANT INDICATOR RATING DEFINITIONS



ROUTINE DETERMINATION METHOD

The Routine Determination Method is defined according to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’
1987 Wetland Delineation Manual and the Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers’
Wetland Delineation Manual (Environmental Laboratory 1987); Western Mountains, Valleys, and
Coast Region (Version 2.0) (Corps 2010). The Routine Determination Method examines three
parameters — vegetation, soils, and hydrology — to determine if wetlands exist in a given area.
Hydrology is critical in determining what is a wetland, but if often difficult to assess because
hydrologic conditions can change periodically (hourly, daily, or seasonally). Consequently, it is
necessary to determine if hydrophytic vegetation and hydric soils are present, which would
indicate that water is present for a long enough duration to support a wetland plant community.
By definition, wetlands are those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or
groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal
circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil
conditions.

VEGETATION INDICATOR STATUS

The indicator status, following the scientific names of plant species, indicates the likelihood of

the species to be found in wetlands according to the National Wetland Plant List Indicator Rating

Definitions (Corps 2012). Listed from most likely to least likely to be found in wetlands, the

indicator status categories are:

= OBL (obligate wetland) - occur almost always under natural conditions in wetlands.

= FACW (facultative wetland) - usually occur in wetlands, but occasionally found in non-
wetlands.

= FAC (facultative) - equally likely to occur in wetlands or non-wetlands.

= FACU (facultative upland) - usually occur in non-wetlands, but occasionally found in wetlands.

= UPL (obligate upland) - occur almost always under natural conditions in non-wetlands.

= NI (no indicator) - insufficient data to assign to an indicator category.



APPENDIX B

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORMS



APPENDIX C

ANTECEDENT PRECIPITATION TOOL DATA



APPENDIX D

WETLAND RATING FORMS



