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CITY OF LA CENTER
Staff Report
To: La Center City Council
From: Tracy Coleman, Public Works Director
Date: April 23, 2025
Re: Resolution 485— Initiating Vacation of a Portion of Right-of-way on La

Center Road

Overview

The City is in the process of entering into an agreement with Minit Management, the developer of
the Shell Station on La Center Road. As a part of this agreement Minit Management is agreeing
to dedicate approximately 350 square feet of Right-of-way at the NW corner of La Center Road
and Paradise Park Road that is necessary for the planned roundabout at this intersection. In
exchange, the City is proposing to vacate approximately 350 square feet of Right-of-way along
La Center Road.

Chapter 35.79 RCW governs the process of vacating right-of-way. The first step in the vacation
process is for the City Council to consider passing a resolution beginning the vacation process
and setting a time for the petition to be heard at a public hearing. This hearing must be scheduled
20 to 60 days from the passage of the resolution. Resolution 485 will set this public hearing for
the City Council Meeting on May 14, 2025. If the resolution passes City Staff will post notice of
the public hearing in three of the most public places in the city, as well as at the site of the
proposed right-of-way vacation.

The agreement with Minit Management is also set to come before the City Council on May 14™,
prior to the public hearing and ordinance to vacate this Right-of-way.

Budget Impact

None. While state law gives the City Council the option to require the abutting property owners to
compensate the City for some or all the value of the vacated right-of-way, in this case staff
recommends no compensation as the property owner is dedicating an equal amount of property
to the City as a part of the agreement.

Recommendation
Staff recommend that the City Council consider passing Resolution 485 to initiate the process to
vacate right-of-way along La Center Road. The suggested motion would be:

Mr. Mayor, | move to approve Resolution 485 to set the Public Hearing on the vacation of
a portion of La Center Road for May 14, 2025.

Attachment(s)
Exhibit A: Diagram of Right-of-Way Vacation
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Exhibit A
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RESOLUTION NO. 485
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LA CENTER, WASHINGTON
SETTING A HEARING ON THE PETITION TO VACATE A PORTION OF NW LA
CENTER ROAD

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 35.79.010, the City Council has the authority to vacate a
portion of a public street upon a receipt of a petition for street vacation or by its own initiation; and

WHEREAS, the City of La Center (“City”) is in the process of entering into an agreement
with Minit Management LLC, as property owners of Parcel Nos. 986062094 & 986062095
(Property), related to the potential exchange of right of way abutting the Property for additional
dedication of right of way on the Property for the City to construct gateway entrance signage; and

WHEREAS, under that agreement, the City has agreed to consider vacation of a portion
of NW La Center Road abutting the Property, but the agreement does not obligate the City to
vacate the property, which is a legislative act of the City Council and solely within their discretion;
further, the vacation is expressly conditioned on the dedication of other property that the City finds
more suitable for construction of its entrance signage; and

WHEREAS, City staff have determined that a portion of certain property acquired for road
right of way abutting the Property near NW La Center Road is not necessary for the City use and
is therefore, excess to the City’s needs; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW Chapter 35.79 Revised Code of Washington, the City
wishes to set a hearing on the Petition;

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of La Center,
Washington, as follows:

Section 1. The City hereby initiates the street vacation procedures set forth in RCW
35.79, to vacate a portion of NW La Center Road as depicted and described in Exhibit A,

attached hereto and incorporated fully by this reference.

Section 2. The City Clerk is directed to set a public hearing on May 14, 2025 on this
vacation of a portion of NW La Center Road as set forth in Section 1. Furthermore, the
City Clerk shall publish an official notice of the public hearing date and shall post a notice
of the public hearing on this petition to vacate in three of the most public places of the City

as required by RCW 35.79.020.




Section 3. The City Planner shall post prominent notices of the public hearing and
the date of the heating in close proximity to the portion of the right-of-way subject to the
petition which shall be readily observable by the general public in the vicinity. The
Planning Department shall also provide written notice to owners of property within 300
feet of the subject right-of-way and distribute them to these owners as required in RCW
35.79.020.

Section 4. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately upon adoption.

ADOPTED AT A REGULAR SESSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA CENTER
WASHINGTON THIS 23" DAY OF APRIL 2025.

CITY OF LA CENTER

Tom Strobehn
Mayor
Attest:

Peter Boyce
City Clerk

Approved as to form:

Janean Parker
City Attorney
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