
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Southwest Region Office 

PO Box 47775, Olympia, WA 98504-7775 • 360-407-6300 
 
March 21, 2025 
 
 
 
Angie Merrill, Associate Planner 
Pierce County 
Planning and Public Works 
2401 South 35th Street, Suite 2 
Tacoma, WA  98409 
 
Dear Angie Merrill: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the mitigated determination of non-significance 
for the Brezee Creek Culvert Replacement & 4th Street Widening Project (2025-008-SEPA) as 
proposed by Angie Merrill. The Department of Ecology (Ecology) reviewed the environmental 
checklist and has the following comment(s): 
 

SHORELANDS & ENVIRONMENTAL ASSISTANCE: Meghan Flounlacker, (360) 210-2783 
 
Thank you for providing the Department of Ecology the opportunity to review and comment 
on the proposed Brezee Creek Culvert Replacement & 4th Street Widening Project. The 
waters and wetlands delineated on within the project area are considered waters of the 
state subject to the applicable requirements of state law (see RCW 90.48 and WAC 
173.201A).  Impacts to the wetlands and other waters may require a permit under Federal, 
State, and or local laws. 

 
Because direct impacts are proposed to wetlands and waters, the applicant must obtain all 
necessary state, local, and federal authorizations prior to beginning any ground-disturbing 
activities or vegetation removal. To obtain authorizations, take the following steps: 
 
·       Contact the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to determine whether the wetlands 
on the property are under federal jurisdiction. 
 
·       For any wetlands over which the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers does not take 
jurisdiction, contact Ecology.  
 
·       For wetlands that the Corps determines are federally jurisdictional, submit a JARPA 
form to Ecology at ecyrefedpermits@ecy.wa.gov. 
 
·       Contact the local government to determine their permit process. 
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT: Derek Rockett (360) 995-3176 
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All grading and filling of land must utilize only clean fill.  All other materials may be 
considered solid waste and permit approval may be required from your local jurisdictional 
health department prior to filling.  All removed debris resulting from this project must be 
disposed of at an approved site.  Contact the local jurisdictional health department or 
Department of Ecology for proper management of these materials. 
 
TOXICS CLEANUP:  Sam Meng (360) 999-9587 
 
If contamination is suspected, discovered, or occurs during construction, testing of the 
potentially contaminated media must be conducted. If contamination of soil or 
groundwater is readily apparent, or is revealed by sampling, the Department of Ecology 
must be notified. To notify Ecology, contact the Environmental Report Tracking System 
Coordinator at the Southwest Regional Office at (360) 407-6300. For assistance and 
information about subsequent cleanup and to identify the type of testing that will be 
required, contact Sam Meng with the Toxics Cleanup Program at the Southwest Regional 
Office at (360) 999-9587. 

 
Ecology’s comments are based upon information provided by the lead agency.  As such, they 
may not constitute an exhaustive list of the various authorizations that must be obtained or 
legal requirements that must be fulfilled in order to carry out the proposed action. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to respond to these comments, please contact the 
appropriate reviewing staff listed above. 
 
Department of Ecology 
Southwest Regional Office 
 
(JKT:202500888) 
 
cc:  Meghan Flounlacker, WEA 
 Derek Rockett, SWM 
 Sam Meng, TCP 
  


