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CITY OF LA CENTE

R

BREEZE CREEK CULVERT REPLACEMENT/ 4™ STREET WIDENING

PROJECT: TYPE Il STAFF REPORT & FINAL MDNS
The proposed project is located along the East 4th Street Corridor in La Center,
Washington, from E Cedar Avenue on the west end to NE Highland Road
Intersection on the east end. The work will include the widening to urban
PROPOSAL: arterial standards, the construction of a new bridge, the addition of buffered
bike lands and a pedestrian access on both sides of the roadway, expansion of
the existing recreational trail facilities and E 4th Street Intersection.
The project is located along the 4th Street corridor in La Center WA, from E
Cedar Avenue on the west end to NE Highland Road intersection on the east
end. Please see the attached figure that details the project location:
LOCATION:
City of La Center
Anthony Cooper
210 E 4" Street
APPLICANE: La Center, WA 98629
acooper@ci.lacenter.wa.us
Optional Mitigated Determination of Non-Significance (MDNS) comment
period issued March 7, 2025. Public comment period ended on March 21,
SEPA: 2025. Comments received during the public comment period are included as
attachments to this staff report.
DECISION: Approved, subject to conditions
I 0
APPROVAL DATE: | U1V 2% 2025
CITY REVIEWER: Tony Cooper, P.E., City Engineer




OWNER
City of La Center
210 E 4™ Street
La Center, WA 98629

PROPONENT/ APPLICANT/ REPRESENTATIVE
Anthony Cooper
210 E 4™ Street
La Center, WA 98629
acooper@ci.lacenter.wa.us

LA CENTER STAFF
Anthony Cooper, PE, City Engineer
305 NW Pacific Highway
La Center, WA 98629
360.263.7665
acooper@ci.lacenter.wa.us

CONTACT LIST



L. Overview and Procedural Background

Proposal

The proposed project is located along the East 4th Street Corridor in La Center, Washington, from E
Cedar Avenue on the west end to NE Highland Road Intersection on the east end. The work will
include the widening to urban arterial standards, the construction of a new bridge, the addition of
buffered bike lands and a pedestrian access on both sides of the roadway, expansion of the existing
recreational trail facilities and E 4th Street Intersection.

Application Timeline
e Notice of Likely SEPA Mitigated Determination of Non-Significance was mailed: March 7, 2025

e Comment Period Ended: March 21, 2025

Applicable Standards and Approval Criteria
This staff report addresses the following standards and approval criteria: LCMC Chapter 18.30 Procedures;
18.300 Critical Areas; 18.310 Environmental Policy; 18.360 Archaeological Resource Protection;

Public Comment
The City received comments and questions from two agencies during the notice of application and option
SEPA MDNS 14-day comment period:

e Department of Ecology — The waters and wetlands delineated on within the project area are
considered waters of the state subject to the applicable requirements of state law per RCW 90.48
and WAC 173.201A. Impacts to the wetlands and other waters may require a permit under
Federal, State, and or local laws.

All grading & filling of lands must utilize only clean fill.

If contamination of soil or groundwater is readily apparent, or is revealed by sampling, the
Department of Ecology must be notified.

o As a condition of approval, the City will obtain all applicable required Federal, State, and
local permits for this project.

o As a condition of approval, all grading & filling of lands must utilize only clean fill.

o As a condition of approval, If contamination of soil or groundwater is readily apparent, or
is revealed by sampling, the Department of Ecology must be notified.

e Department of Fish & Wildlife — Based on the information submitted, the Department of Fish &
Wildlife determined that they will sponsor this project under the streamlined Fish Habitat
Enhancement Process (FHEP)(RCW 77.55.181). Under this process, the city may be exempted from
the SEPA and local government permits & fees.

o As a condition of approval, The City of La Center will provide a JARPA , plans for the
project, and application for FHEP, and a copy of the sponsorship letter.

1. Land Use Review

Chapter 18.30 - Procedures
Findings: Type Il review procedures are presented in LCMC 18.30.090, which require the City to issue a
decision in 56 days. The City issued a notice of application and optional SEPA MDNS on March 7, 2025. The
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14-day notice of application period ended on March 21, 2025. Staff received two (2) comment letters.

Staff finds that the applicant has met the burden of proving they meet the applicable regulations or can be
conditioned to do so, as summarized in this staff report.

LCMC 18.310 (Environmental Policy)

The proposal is not exempt from SEPA as it exceeds the allowable SEPA categorical exemptions provided in
LCMC 18.310.090 and WAC 197-11-800. An optional determination of non-significance notice was
published on March 3, 2025, and an MDNS is issued with this notice of decision. The threshold
determination includes the following mitigation measures:

e General: Prior to construction, the applicant shall obtain engineering approval from the City.

e General: The applicant shall construct the project in conformance with the Brezee Creek Culvert
Replacement/ 4™ Street Widening Project engineering plans and specifications approved by the
City.

e General: The applicant shall construct the proposed project, protecting the existing homes and
environmentally sensitive areas being constructed adjacent to the project.

e Farth: The applicant shall comply with the City’s erosion control and stormwater requirements in
LCMC 18.320 (Stormwater and Erosion Control) and shall obtain approval of an erosion control
plan prior to construction.

e Air: Construction equipment shall have manufacturer’s standard emission equipment.

e Air: The contractor shall implement standard best management practices such as watering to
control dust during construction.

e Water: The applicant shall comply with the City’s erosion control and stormwater requirements in
LCMC 18.320 (Stormwater and Erosion Control) and shall obtain approval of an erosion control
plan prior to construction.

e Water: The applicant shall provide spill prevention, control, and countermeasure plan (SPCC) to
the City and shall receive approval for the SPCC prior to construction.

e Environmental Health: The applicant shall protect the existing natural gas pipeline, telephone,
water line and existing force main during construction by the contractor.

e Environmental Health: The applicant shall prepare and implement a spill control plan, which will
include the proper use and storage of hazardous materials, and a hazardous material spill
response and clean up protocol, in the event of a mishap.

e Environmental Health (Noise:) The contractor must ensure construction equipment meets the
noise levels in Washington Administrative Code Chapter 173-60.

e Environmental Health (Noise): Construction shall be limited to City-approved working hours.

e Historic and Cultural Preservation: In the event that any archaeological or historic materials are
encountered during project activity, work in the immediate area (initially allowing for a 100-foot
buffer; this number may vary by circumstance) must stop and the following actions must be taken:

o Implement reasonable measures to protect the discovery site, including any appropriate
stabilization or covering;

o Take reasonable steps to ensure confidentiality of the discovery site; and,

o Take reasonable steps to restrict access to the site of discovery.

The applicant shall notify the concerned Tribes and all appropriate county, city, state, and federal
agencies, including the Washington Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation and the City
of La Center. The agencies and Tribe(s) will discuss possible measures to remove or avoid cultural
material, and will reach an agreement with the applicant regarding actions to be taken and disposition
of material. If human remains are uncovered, appropriate law enforcement agencies shall be notified



first, and the above steps followed. If the remains are determined to be Native, consultation with the
affected Tribes will take place in order to mitigate the final disposition of said remains.

See the Revised Code of Washington, Chapter 27.53, "Archaeological Sites and Resources," for
applicable state laws and statutes. See also Washington State Executive Order 05-05, "Archaeological
and Cultural Resources." Additional state and federal law(s) may also apply.

Copies of the above inadvertent discovery language shall be retained on-site while project activity is
underway.

CONCLUSIONS AND DECISION

The review authority finds that the applicant has sustained the burden of proving the application complies
with the applicable provisions of La Center’s Municipal Code. Therefore, the subject application is hereby
APPROVED subject to the following conditions of approval:

Conditions of approval;

1. The City will obtain all applicable required Federal, State, and local permits for this project.
2. All grading & filling of lands must utilize only clean fill.

3. If contamination of soil or groundwater is readily apparent, or is revealed by sampling, the
Department of Ecology must be notified.

4. Inthe event any archaeological or historic materials are encountered during project activity,
work in the immediate area (initially allowing for a 100-foot buffer; this number may vary by
circumstance) must stop and the following actions must be taken:

e |Implement reasonable measures to protect the discovery site, including any
appropriate stabilization or covering;

e Take reasonable steps to ensure confidentiality of the discovery site; and,

e Take reasonable steps to restrict access to the site of discovery.

APPEALS

A final decision regarding a Type Il application may be appealed by the applicant, applicant’s
representative, or any person, agency, or firm with an interest in the matter within 14 calendar days of this
decision date, or by April 6, 2022. Appeals shall contain all information specified in LCMC 18.30.130. The
public record for this file is available at the City’s Public Works Building, 305 NW Pacific Highway, La
Center, Washington, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Please
contact Jessica Nash at 360-263-7665 for further information.

For an appeal regarding a decision subject to a Type Il process, the Director of Administrative Services shall
schedule a public hearing to be held by the hearings examiner not more than 35 days from the date a
complete appeal was timely filed. Notice and a staff report shall be provided, a public hearing shall be
conducted, and a decision shall be made and noticed regarding the appeal, per LCMC 18.030.130(4).

Tracy"CoIenﬂf‘g;m\Q\
Comr\nunity"DeveIopment & Public Works Director
City of La Center







